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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS 
GREETINGS: 


Kennetu H. Earwe, Grand Commander 


January 1955 


We need 150 candidates at least in Gardner on Saturday, January 15th, for 
the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross and the Order of Malta. 


The exemplification of the Orders will be put on in the Junior High School 
Auditorium, and the work will begin promptly at 2:30 o'clock and should be completed 


about 4:30 o'clock. 


This same work is to be repeated in Gethsemane (Newtonville) in March, and 
also in Pilgrim (Lowell) in May, and we should have at least 300 candidates at each 


event, 


Please suggest that the Line Officers of your own Commandery attend and 


watch the work done in full form. 


Congratulations to the Commanders of the following Commanderies with over 


40% of their QUOTA: 


E.S, Gabriel A. Namen 
"Roy Edward Wright 


-Worcester County No, 5 
-DeMolay No, 7 


-St. Bernard No. 12 
-Winsiow Lewis No, 18 
=Jerusalem No, 19 

Godfrey de Bouillion No, 25 
-Joseph Warren No. 26 
-Narragansett No. 27 


“ Herbert H. Jaynes 
" Harold Bs Bliss 
Ww Everett A, Farr 
"Otis L. Mason 
"Joseph J. Kimtis 
"Frank A. Ritchie 
"John Emile Laneau -South Shore No, 31 
" Percy Leland Colon Athol No. 37 
"Chester Leo Crawford -Cyprus No. 39 
"John M. Ericksen -St. Paul No. 40 
"Manfred E. Carlson -Temple No, 48 


Courteously yours, 


KENNETH H. EARLE, Grand Commander 


RELATIVE TO MEMBERSHIP QUOTAS! 

We sent out a letter dated Nov. 16th to all Commanders, assigning them new 
quotas based on a different formula and asking them their approval or an opportunity 
of increasing their own objective. No one has yet underestimated their ability to 
beat their quota, although 21 Commanders have not vet reported, 

Also on membership}! The K.E, Grand Commander has requested each Commander 
to send in a report of his net gain as of Nov. 30th. So far 8 Commanders have ree 
ported and their overall net loss is 12, One Commandery reports a net loss of 14 
for these first three months» 

FRANK H, WILSON 
Chairman Membership Committee 
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ALL BRANCHES OF MASONRY MEET | STARS IN MASONRY 


The influence of the Order of DeMolay in 
the Councils of Freemasonry has provided 
a refreshing and significant lift to the 
hopes of Masons everywhere who seek a 
closer association of all branches of the 
Masonic family. 111. Frank S. Land 33°, 
Founder of the Order of DeMolay and its 
Secretary-General, upon being elected Im- 
perial Potentate of the Shrine last July, 
appointed a Committee under the Chairman- 
ship of I11. Claud F, Young 33° PGM and 
Grand Secretary-General of the Supreme 
Council, SMJ, to work toward this end, It 
was significant that this was the first 
time representatives of all branches of 
Masonry in this country ever assembled 
around a table for such a purpose. Such 
names as George E, Bushnell, Thomas J. 
Harkins, Melvin M. Johnson, Earl E. Dusen: 
bery, Robert F, James, William C. Gordon, 
Carl H. Claudy - along with Claude L. 
Allen, Willard P. Lombard and Robert G. 
Wilson, Jr., from Massachusetts, as well 
as many others eminent in every branch of 
the Fraternity, have responded to this 
‘urge for unity.' Latest figures show 
Blue Lodge membership in the United State 
is: 3,892,751, scattered in 15,549 Lodges 
in 48 States. There are, at the present 
time, three general branches deriving 
their membership from this group: The 
York Rite - Chapter 694,677, Council 
274,342, Commandery 368,394; the Scottish 
Rite - NMJ 437,197, SMJ 401,169; and the 
Shrine - 718,300. It is profoundly sig- 
nificant that the voice of two million 
boys in DeMolay should be working toward 
improving these family relations by mak- 
ing the organizations of which they are 
about to become a part, completely united 
in spirit, in team work and goodwille 
This, the Committee indicates, will be 
possible if the traditions amd landmarks | 
of Freemasonry are observed, rectitude | 
of conduct practiced; and the good of | 
humanity sought. Such a contribution in 
thinking by NeMolay boys, interested in 
a better world for their manhood, is 
dynamic - and deserves our heartiest en- 
dorsement ed supports 
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Often times we hear the remark: "I wonder 
who of the movies are members of Masorry?! 
Here is a partial list of those who are 
Shriners: 

Movie Stars - Bud Abbott, Gene Autrey, 
Warner Baxter, Monte Blue, Joe E. Brown, 
Clark Gable, Jean Hersholt, Harold Lloyd, 
Victor McLaughlin, Conrad Nagel, Dick 
Powell and Red Skelton. 

Directors, Producers = David Bitler, 
Cecil B. DeMille, Mervyn LeRoy, Harry 
Rapf, Jack Warner and Daryl Zanuck. 


SEHR 


The cornerstone of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute was laid by the Masons May 1, 1847, 
and present were: President James K, Polk 
and Vice-President George M,Dallas, 


AN ANCIENT COFFIN 


An iron coffin bearing a Masonic emblem,a 
skeleton believed to be that of Ferdinand 
DeSoto the Spanish explorer, is owned by 
Crescent Lodge 133 of Arkansas City. The 
casket was found on a farm near Ferguson, 
Arkansas, weighs 300 pounds, is 5'8" in 
length and elaborately engraved. It cone 
tains a skeleton, a sword, bits of armor 
and several coins. It is believed that 
the casket was buried in the Mississippi 
River and that the shifting of the silt 
river bed carried it to the spot where it 
was found. 


In ancient Biblical days, the Hebrews 
used the word "shakal" to denote a meas- 
ure of weight. At a later date the name 
"shekal" was given to a famous Hebrew 
coin, It was from this early origin that 
we have retained the common expression 
“shekel" - meaning moneys 


ATTENTION, EMINENT COMMANDERS! 
Don't forget to fill out and return your 


REPORT ON THE CHRISTMAS OFFLRING /ND GOOD 
CHEER - which form is enclosed herewith. 


This information is necessary in order 
to complete our Right Eminent Grand Come 
mander's Official Order. 


SHEHAMe et 


THE TEMPLAR wishes all Commanderies and their officers a happy and prosperous 
NEW YEAR! 
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and coger cons upen 
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We have moved ahead of last 
year at this point. 


Courteously yours, 


BRANK H. WILSON, Chair, 
New “ombarship 


